
October 12, 2016 

The Roscommon County Board of Commissioner’s met on Wednesday October 12, 2016 for a Regular 

Meeting. The meeting was held at the Roscommon County Building, 500 Lake Street, Roscommon, MI 48653. 

Chairman Robert E. Schneider called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance of the United States of America was recited. 

Present:  Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Milburn, Stefanko 

 

Moved by Milburn, Seconded by Russo, to approve the Board Agenda with addition of motion #2 & 3. On Roll 

Call:  Ayes:  Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Stefanko, Milburn.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried.  

 

Moved by Melvin, Seconded by Russo, to approve Regular Meeting Minutes for Sept. 14
th

, Sept. 28
th 

and 

Special Meeting Sept. 22
nd

 2016. On Roll Call:  Ayes: Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Stefanko, Milburn.  Nays:  

None.  Motion Carried.  

Public Comment: Drain Commissioner Wolfsen presented his annual report to Board of Commissioners 

updating them on the status of the three current drainage districts. 

 

Moved by Russo, Seconded by Stefanko, to approve Class A Bills in the amount of $583,612.53.  On Roll Call:  

Ayes: Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Stefanko, Milburn.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried. 

 

Moved by Schneider, Seconded by Stefanko, to approve Claims & Accounts in the amount of $218,245.96.  On 

Roll Call:  Ayes: Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Stefanko, Milburn.  Nays: None.  Motion Carried. 

Administrator/Controller’s Report:  The Administrator/ Controller, Jodi Valentino, spent a good portion of 

last week in department budget review meetings. Preliminary numbers show a larger increase in requested 

expenses than 2016 budget, which has increased the need for further review of the proposed budgets. 

Recommendation at this time to create a position review requirement in which no new hires are made without 

review from the Board of Commissioners/Personnel Committee. She has reached out to our DEQ representative 

for our Landfill monitoring regarding the potential of decreasing the amount of funds currently found within our 

bond that is required for the landfill. Mark Williams has informed her that an attorney for suit against the 

County re: Sadie was called for retention immediately following the work session.  

 

Correspondence: Sawmill 

 

Monthly Department Reports: Gypsy Moth, Economic Development, Sheriff & Jail 

 

Visitors:  None 

 

Unfinished Business/New Business:  None 

 

Motions and Resolutions:  

1. Moved by Russo, Seconded by Stefanko, to approve the purchase of 12 Motorola APX6000 portable radios 

and necessary accessories, completed by E911 Director Vance J. Stringham, for the cost of $32,197.50. 

On Roll Call:  Ayes:  Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Stefanko, Milburn.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried.  

 

2. Moved by Stefanko, Seconded by Melvin, to adopt the Resolution in Support of Invasive Species 

Prevention for all Roscommon County lakes. 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE ROSCOMMON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

Whereas, the Roscommon County Board of Commissioners (Commission) is responsible for helping to 

protect the water quality, property values and recreational uses of all the lakes within the County; and, 

 

Whereas, Part 413 of the Michigan Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, PA 451 of 

1994 (Transgenic and Nonnative Organisms) regulates the possession, sale and prohibits the 

introduction of prohibited and restricted nonnative plants and animals within the state; and, 

 

Whereas, aquatic invasive species constitute a serious threat to the ecology and recreational uses of the 

lakes in the county and local economy supported by the lakes; and, 

 

Whereas, the Round Goby (a prohibited species) and Zebra Mussels, Eurasian Milfoil and Curly leaf 

Pondweed (restricted species) have already become established in Higgins Lake and Houghton Lake; 

and, 

 



Whereas, Starry Stonewort, a restricted species has been introduced into Houghton Lake and now 

involves approximately 4,500 acres of the lake; and, 

Whereas, approximately $500,000 is being spent annually to control Eurasian Milfoil and Starry 

Stonewort in Houghton Lake; and, 

 

Whereas, these aquatic invasive species constitute an immediate and serious threat to Higgins Lake, 

Lake St. Helen and other lakes in the county; and, 

 

Whereas, the New Zealand Mud Snail has recently been found in the AuSable River system and other 

invasive species from the Great Lakes such as Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia (VHS) and Eurasian Carp 

pose potential threats to fishing and recreational uses of all the lakes within the county; and, 

 

Whereas, the ongoing cost of controlling invasive species, once introduced into a lake may become 

economically unsustainable, greater efforts are necessary to prevent further introductions of invasive 

species in the lakes within the county. 

 

THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED: 

 

THAT invasive species are an immediate and continuing threat to the ecology of the lakes within the 

county, to the recreational uses of the lakes, to the value of riparian property and the local economy. 

 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED: 

 

THAT the Commission supports collaborative efforts at the local, county and state level to develop and 

implement programs to control the spread of invasive species within the county and to reduce the 

transport of invasive species within the Great Lakes and inland lakes in the State of Michigan. 

 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED: 

 

THAT the Commission supports efforts to establish new boat was facilities and provide greater use of 

existing boat wash facilities at the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) South Shore 

Boat Access and West Shore Access Sites on Houghton Lake; at the South and North State Parks and 

the MDNR Boat Launch Access Site on the west shore of Higgins Lake; Gerrish Township Marina, and 

Lake St. Helen. On Roll Call:  Ayes:  Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Stefanko, Milburn.  Nays:  None.  

Resolution Adopted. 

 

3. Moved by Stefanko, Seconded by Milburn, to approve the policy effective October 12, 2016 all budgeted 

and non-budgeted positions within all county departments and areas will be brought to the Personnel 

Committee for review and approval prior to advertising and filling of the positions. On Roll Call:  Ayes:  

Russo, Melvin, Schneider, Stefanko, Milburn.  Nays:  None.  Motion Carried. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Russo: Claims & Accounts, 911 

Melvin: Agenda, Budget Dept. Head Meeting, Veterans Affairs, Commissioner Melvin is asking the public to 

reach out to the Veterans Affairs Dept. to inform them of any veterans in our county. 

Stefanko: Economic Dev. Committee, Claims & Accounts 

Milburn:  Airport, District Health, Economic Dev. Committee 

Schneider: Budget & Finance, District Health, Agenda 

 

Public Comment:  None 

 

Moved by Milburn, Seconded by Russo, to adjourn meeting.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m. 

 
              

Robert E. Schneider, Chairman                                        Michelle M. Stevenson, County Clerk/Reg. Of Deeds   


