
     Roscommon County SESC Program

     500 Lake Street

     Roscommon, Michigan  48653

     Phone:  989-275-8323

     Fax:  989-275-8640

Roscommon County Soil Erosion 

and Sedimentation Control (SESC) 

Program Guide

INCLUDED ATTACHMENTS

*SESC Program information Pages 1-4, Includes Permit Fee Schedule

*Application:            - Page 1- Project information and Signature 

  (requires all 3)             -Page 2-Construction Schedule

                                     -Page 3- Site Plan form

*Letter of Authorization Form 

                                      (if needed, use of this Roscommon County form is required)

*Silt Fence Detail

*Erosion Control Information pages 1-2:
                                     -Why is Erosion and Sedimentation Control Important

                                     -Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Measures

                                     -Methods of Acceptable Stabilization of Disturbed Soils

*225 Square Feet Permit Waiver

*Application For Permit Extension

TAKING THE TIME TO PROPERLY FILL OUT THE APPLICATION WILL SPEED THE PERMIT 

APPROVAL PROCESS, THANK YOU
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ROSCOMMON COUNTY 
SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION 
CONTROL (SESC) PROGRAM GUIDE 
 

500 Lake Street 
Roscommon, Mi.  48653 

  Phone (989)275-8323   Fax (989)275-8640 
THIS PROGRAM GUIDE HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO ASSIST IN THE APPLICATION FOR A 
SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PERMIT.  IT IS A GENERAL GUIDENCE 
DOCUMENT ONLY.  COMPLETE PART 91 AND RELATED  INFORMATION CAN BE VIEWED 
AT   www.michigan.gov/soilerosion 
Michigan Law states that any earth change within 500' of a lake or stream or any earth change of 
one or more acres in size requires a Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) permit. 

SESC Program 
The Roscommon County Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program is established under Part 
91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act 1994 PA 451, as amended. Counties are mandated by statute to administer and enforce Part 91. 
The program is regulated by a County Resolution with oversight from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality.   The County Enforcing Agency (CEA) is responsible for implementing and 
enforcing an effective Part 91 program.  The SESC permit requires that acceptable SESC measures are 
used and maintained to effectively reduce accelerated soil erosion and off-site sedimentation.    
SESC Permit  
Landowners are required to submit a permit application that includes a customer information and 
signature sheet, a site plan, a project schedule and attachments that, among other requirements, 
illustrates both the temporary and permanent erosion control measures that they will implement 
during the earth change project to control erosion and resulting sedimentation.  The County Enforcing 
Agency (CEA) reviews the plan and application then visits the site, and if all criteria are met, issues the 
permit.  The CEA has 30 days to review a complete application and make a decision on the permit. 
However, the permit is typically issued in 3-10 days depending on completeness of the application.  
The site plan and the construction schedule are part of the information required by Part 91 and 
must be filled out completely and submitted as part of the application.  An SESC permit must be 
extended if a site cannot be stabilized before its permit expires.  If a permit is not extended and the 
site is not permanently stabilized, the coverage will terminate when the permit expires and the site 
will be in violation of Part 91.  Permits can be extended for 12 months.  Part 91 requires the SESC 
permit AND site plan to be posted on site until the site is fully stabilized.   
Surety Bond 
During the Part 91 permit review process per section 9108 all applications will be evaluated to 
determine if need exists, as a condition for the issuance of a permit,  to require the applicant 
to deposit with the County Clerk in the form of cash, a certified check, or an irrevocable bank 
letter of credit, whichever the applicant selects, or a surety bond acceptable to the legislative 
body of the County in an amount sufficient to assure the installation and completion of such 
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protective or corrective measures as may be required by the County Enforcing Agency. 

Permit Exemption and Waiver for Earthwork Less Than 225 sq. ft. in Size 
A “225 square feet waiver” form is available (also considered an Affidavit) for an earth change within 
500 feet of a lake or stream.  This waiver for a Part 91 permit may be granted after receiving a signed 
affidavit from the landowner stating that the earth change will disturb less than 225 square feet of 
earth (inclusive of all earth disturbance including soil stockpiles, tire ruts, etc.), and the earth change 
will not contribute sediment to the waters of the State. 

Common Activities Not Requiring an SESC Permit (see part 91 for all others.) 
An individual residential property owner may conduct the following activities on their individual 
residential property owned and occupied by him or her and is not required to obtain a permit 
under Part 91 if the earth change activities do not result in or contribute to soil erosion or 
sedimentation of the waters of the State or a discharge of sediment off-site.  The property owner 
although exempt from obtaining a Part 91 permit, is not exempt from the laws and regulations of 
Part 91.  The County Enforcing Agency (CEA) has the right and responsibility to take enforcement 
action(s) upon any site that results in soil erosion and/or sedimentation leaving the site and/or 
enters waters of the state.  These activities are: 
Gardening: all residential gardens, unless the natural elevation is raised.  (Raised box gardens 
where fill dirt would be brought in.) 
Stump and Root Removal: if tree and shrub stump removal does not exceed 100 sq. ft. 
Post Hole Digging: for fencing, decks, utility posts, mail boxes or a similar application - if no 
additional grading is done. 

An earth change minor in nature that is stabilized within 24 hrs. including but not limited to: 

• Plant trees, shrubs, or other similar plants. 
• Seed or reseed lawns of less than 1 acre if the seeded area is at least 100 feet from the                     

             waters of the State. 
• Temporarily stockpile of soil, sand, or gravel not greater than a total of 10 cubic yards on 

             the property if the stockpiling occurs at least 100 ft. from the waters of the State. 
• Seawall maintenance that does not exceed 100 square feet. 

Other Exemptions: 
Farming: plowing or tilling of land for the purpose of crop production or harvesting of crops.(this 
does NOT include grading or tiling). 
Some logging and Mining operations: some logging and mining activities are exempt.  Access roads 
to the logging and mining sites and ancillary activities associated with logging and mining 
operations are not exempt.  The removal of clay, gravel, sand, peat or topsoil is not considered 
“mining” and therefore requires a permit. 
Earth changes associated with well locations, surface facilities, flow lines, or access roads related to 
oil or gas exploration and development regulated under Part 615 of the NREPA 
Beach nourishment projects: requires a DEQ permit under part 325 of Act No. 451 
Normal road and driveway maintenance: such as grading or leveling, that does not increase the 
width or length of the road or driveway and that will not contribute sediment to lakes or streams. 
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Inspections 
The County Enforcing Agency (CEA) inspects the site prior to issuing the permit and then inspects 
the site periodically to ensure compliance throughout the construction phase(s) of the project.  A 
final inspection will be conducted when the project is completed and the site is stabilized. The CEA 
inspects the entire site to ensure, among other things, that ALL SESC measures are installed per 
plan and functioning, that sediment “dirt” is not being discharged offsite or to waters of the 
state, that all Part 91 laws and regulations are being followed and the permit is posted. 
Permit Closeout 
The owner or contractor should call this office to ask for a final inspection when they believe that 
all temporary SESC measures have been removed and all permanent measures are in place and the 
site is stabilized (proper covering of soil that ensures its resistance to soil erosion, sliding, or other 
earth movement).  Rule 1709 of Part 91 states that “disturbed land areas must be stabilized within 
five calendar days of achieving final grade or the final earth change has been completed”. 

"On Site" Responsible Party  
Even though a contractor or other party is listed on the permit as the "on site" responsible 
person, it is ultimately the property owners’ responsibility that the Part 91 rules are followed. The 
“on site” responsible person should be someone who will be on the project for its duration.  If the 
onsite person changes during the project it is important to notify the CEA with the name and 
contact information of the new “on site” responsible person.  In order for someone other than the 
property owner to obtain an SESC permit they must have a letter from the property owner 
authorizing them as the designated agent.   

Violations and Penalties Overview For Not Complying With Permit Conditions or 
Part 91. The complete Roscommon County SESC Compliance and Enforcement 
Procedures Document is Available Upon Request. 
If violations of Part 91 or a violation of a permit of an approved soil erosion and sedimentation 
control plan occurs a letter from the CEA will be sent certified, with return receipt requested, to 
the property owner saying that you are not in compliance and you have 5 days to fix the items 
listed.  If the violations are not corrected, the property owner could be subject to one or all of the 
following:   

• A fine of up to $25,000 a day. 
• Roscommon County may install or maintain the control measures, to bring the site into 

compliance with Part 91, and bill the landowner for the costs incurred.  
• A Cease and Desist Order.   
• A person may be ordered to restore all areas affected by the violation. 

Projects requiring extra inspections due to the lack of implementation of the approved plans, 
and maintenance of the SESC controls, may be charged an additional fee of $50.00 per visit. 
 

Property transfers and the SESC Permit 
When a property with an active SESC permit all or in part changes ownership, a “permit transfer” 
or a “transfer of permit obligations” “notification of Existing Soil Erosion and Sedimentation 
Control Permit” form needs to be filed with the Roscommon County SESC Program prior to the 
transfer.  The current owner and new owner sign a written agreement transferring the remaining 
permit obligations, including any current violations, to the new owner.  Both forms are available 
from our office. 
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Is An SESC Permit Required If I Obtained A Permit From The DEQ For A Land/Water 
Interface Activity  
Yes, if the project involves earth work within 500 feet of a lake or stream or disturbs one or more 
acres of land.  A common example is a seawall that’s permitted through the DEQ still requires an 
SESC Part 91 permit. 
 

Silt Fence  
Silt fence is one of the most commonly used controls to remove sediments from 
construction site water runoff.  It is intended to remove sediments by slowing runoff 
and causing sediments to drop out of suspension as the water passes through the fence.  
Silt fence is commonly used along the limits of earthwork and around soil stockpiles.  
Proper installation is important.  The flap of the fence must be trenched in or pea stone 
can be used to anchor the fence flap during frozen ground conditions.  Silt fence is not 
always required if there is a sufficient width of established grass to act as a sediment 
filter.   Silt fence is especially important for projects required to go through the winter in 
an un-stabilized state (insufficient grass growth). Even well drained soils can experience 
significant runoff during thaw events when frozen.   
 

  Permit Fees For Part 91 Soil Erosion And Sedimentation Control Permits 
        RESIDENTIAL- EARTHWORK, SINGLE FAMILY                                                   $140.00 
        RESIDENTIAL PERMIT EXTENTION - 12 MONTHS                                               $50.00 
        SEAWALL, DRAINFIELD AND WATERWELL-Residential                                     $95.00 
                 (Required when work is not included on another SESC permit) 
        COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS                                                              $300.00 
                 Plan review (non-refundable)                                                                    $100.00 
                 Site Visits-each (# visits to be determined by CEA)                                  $50.00 
       PONDS, SOIL STRIPPING, ONE ACRE                                                                   $150.00 
                 Plan review (non-refundable)                                                                      $50.00 
                 Site Visits-each (to be determined by CEA)                                               $50.00 
                 Additional acre - each                                                                                   $10.00  
       SAND AND GRAVEL MINING, per location (4 year permit)                             $250.00 
          
Projects requiring extra inspection due to the lack of implementation of the 
approved plans, and maintenance of the SESC controls, may be charged an 
additional fee of $50.00 per visit. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “ROSCOMMON COUNTY” 
 
The application, site plan, construction schedule, letter of authorization, etc., and applicable permit 
fee can be mailed or delivered to the address below.  The applications are received at the Clerks 
window in the County Building on Lake Street (M-18). 

Roscommon County SESC Program 
500 Lake Street 
Roscommon, Mi. 48653 
Phone (989)275-8323   Fax (989)275-8640 



 
Roscommon County 
Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) Program  
500 Lake Street,  
Roscommon, Mi. 48653 
Phone (989)275-8323 Fax (989)275-8640 
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PERMIT APPLICATION for Part 91 SESC  
1.  APPLICANT Please check if applicant is   (    ) Landowner or   (    ) *Designated 
Agent 

Name   
    
Address 
 
City 
 

State 
 

Zip Code 
 
 

Phone 
 

2. LOCATION 
Section 
 

Town Range Township City/Village County 
ROSCOMMON 

Subdivision 
 

Lot No.  Property Tax ID Number-MANDATORY   
072- 

Street Address 

3.  PROPOSED EARTH CHANGE 
Project Type: (  ) Residential     (   ) land clearing / balancing     (   ) Gravel Pit 
                            (   )  Multi-family   (    ) Commercial    

Describe Project 
 
 
 

Size of Earth Change 
(acres or square feet) 

Distance To Nearest Lake or Stream  Watercourse Name  Project Start Date 
 

Completion Date 

4.  PARTIES RESPONSIBLE FOR EARTH CHANGE 
Name of Landowner  (if not provided in box #1) Address 

 

City 
 

State Zip Phone Number 

Name of Individual “On Site” Responsible For Earth Changes, landscaping, silt fence, 
etc. (Notify CEA if individual changes during project) 
 

Company Name 

Address 
 

City State Zip Code Phone Number 

5.  DIRECTIONS TO SITE   
 
 
6. SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PLAN     (Refer to Rule 323.1703)  
Note: One (1) complete set of blue prints, in addition 
to the site plan attachment, must be submitted for our 
record if required by permitting agency.  

Estimated Cost of Erosion and Sediment Control  $ 
 

  Site Plan Preparer’s Name                                                                              Phone Number    

7. PERFORMANCE DEPOSIT   (if required by the permitting agency) 

Amount required $_____________________________               Cash (   )    Certified Check (   )    Irrevocable Letter of Credit(   )    Surety Bond (   ) 

Name of Surety Company    

City 
 

State Zip Code 
 

Phone 

 
I (we) affirm that the above information is accurate and that I (we) will conduct the above described earth change in 
accordance with Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, applicable local ordinances, and the documents accompanying this application. 
Landowner’s Signature 
 

Print Name Date 

Designated Agent’s Signature* 
 

Print Name Date 
 

* Designated agent must have a written statement from landowner authorizing him/her to secure a permit  
  in the landowner’s name. YOU MUST USE THE ROSCOMMON COUNTY AUTHORIZATION FORM 

             OFFICE USE ONLY 

Permit Number 

Date Issued 

Expiration Date 

Renewed on 



          1) SITE LOCATION SKETCH (SHOWING THE SITE AND IMMEDIATE SURROUNDING ROADS).

          2) PLAN DRAWING SCALED DOWN TO NO MORE THAN 200 FT PER IN, OR LIST EXACT DISTANCES AND DIMENSIONS 

          3) DISTANCE FROM THE EARTH CHANGES IN FEET TO NEAREST LAKE, STREAM OR OTHER WATER.

          4) LAND FEATURES (SHOW HILLS, DITCHES, ETC.)

          5) CONTOUR INTERVALS AND SLOPE DIRECTION WITH ARROWS UNLESS COMPLETLEY FLAT.

        6)  FULL PHYSICAL LIMITS OF PROPOSED EARTH WORK / GRADING CHANGES-NOT JUST BUILDINGS
          7) SOILS INFORMATION/WRITTEN DESCRIPTION  CIRCLE ONE-  SAND      CLAY      LOAM      OTHER_______________
             (FOR LARGE PROJECTS A SOILS SURVEY MAY BE REQUIRED)
          8) A DESCRIPTION AND THE LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING AND PROPOSED DRAINAGE FACILITIES (CULVERTS, ETC.)

         9) EARTHWORK SCHEDULE. . WRITE ON THE ATTACHED "CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE" FORM

         10) A DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION FOR INSTALLING AND REMOVING ALL PROPOSED TEMPORARY SESC

            MEASURES (SILT FENCE, MULCH BLANKET, ETC.)

         11) A DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF ALL PROPOSED PERMANENT SESC MEASURES (SEEDING, RIP RAP,ETC.)

         12) A WRITTEN MAINTENANCE PROGRAM (WATERING OF SEED, ETC.)  INCLUDING PERSON RESPONSIBLE
                FOR MAINTENANCE.  THERE IS A SPACE ON THE CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE TO WRITE THIS INFO
Draw site plan below or attach a separate sheet of paper.

                                                           INDICATE NORTH  
                                                                DIRECTION

                                            LEGEND

SIGNATURE:  DATE:

SESC Permit Application Page 2 of 3- 1/2015

 THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE REQUIRED BY PART 91 OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT PRIOR TO OBTAINING A PERMIT

ROSCOMMON COUNTY SESC SITE PLAN SHEET

         CHECK BOX TO INDICATE ITEM IS ON DRAWING OR ON CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

    Slope Direction 
 
          Silt Fence 
 
        Septic System 
              
 
   Limits of Earthwork 
 
 
        Soil Stockpile 
                   ss                         
 
          Water Well 
            ww 
   Property Boundary 
 ------------------------- 
      

 ss 
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ROSCOMMON COUNTY SESC PROGRAM          
SESC CONTROLS INSTALLATION AND 
CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE,(residential/small 
project form).  (INCLUDE WITH PERMIT APPLICATION 
PER DEQ RULE 1703).  

Install Temporary SESC Measures: LIST BELOW
       a. Perimeter Silt Fence Date:

      b. _________________________ Date:

Land Cleared if nec: Date:

Foundation Excavation and Sitework: Date:

Construct Structure(s): Date:

Final Grade: Date:

Spread Topsoil Date:

Install Permanent SESC measures: (Sod, Stone, Seed and 
Mulch, etc.) LIST BELOW
      a.______________________________________ Date:

      b.______________________________________ Date:

Remove Temporary SESC measures after site is stabilized 
(remove silt fence, etc.) Date:

Re-vegetation of the site is the responsibility of who?                   OWNER    or  CONTRACTOR

AN SESC MEASURE IS A METHOD USED TO CONTROL EROSION AND RESULTING SEDIMENTATION.  
THERE ARE TEMPORARY MEASURES DURING EARTH WORK LIKE SILT FENCE AND STONE ENTRANCE 
DRIVES THAT ARE INSTALLED PRIOR TO AND DURING CONSTRUCTION.  THEN THERE ARE PERMANENT 
MEASURES LIKE SEED AND MULCH, MULCH BLANKET, LANDSCAPED AREAS AND SOD INSTALLED AT 
THE COMPLETION OF THE EARTHWORK.                                                                                                                                              

Provide a written description of your proposed maintenance plan for all permanent SESC 
measures for your project site and who will maintain them until the site is stabilized.  A 
residential project example could be "the owner will water the seed and mulch until it 
reaches full growth". (Attach separate sheet if nec.)

 Enter Date or N/A 

 Circle One 



 
Roscommon County 
Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) Program  
500 Lake Street 
Roscommon, Mi. 48653 
Phone (989)275-8323 Fax (989)275-8640 

 
 
Effective immediately, the State of Mi. requires each Authorized Agent applying for a 
Soil Erosion Permit on behalf of a property owner to include a statement authorizing 
him/her to secure the permit.  Please have the landowner complete this Letter of 
Authorization to be submitted with the application.  
 
 

LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION 
 
 
Type of Project: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Location of Project: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Township/Village: _______________________________________________________ 
 
As landowner of the property described above, I authorize the person indicated below to act on 
my behalf for the purposes of this application for a Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Permit 
pursuant to Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control, of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act, Act No. 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, as amended.  
 
I understand that I am responsible for all earth changes related to this project and 
understand that Part 91, Act 451 may be enforced against me in the event of any violation 
of that Act. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
  Signature of Landowner      Date 
 
_____________________________________ 
  Print Name of Landowner 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________
Signature of Landowner’s Authorized Agent     Date 
 
_____________________________________ 
Print Name of Landowner’s Authorized Agent 
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Roscommon County  
Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program 
500 Lake Street 
Roscommon, Michigan  48653 
Phone:  (989)-275-8323     Fax:  (989)-275-8640 

 

AFFIDAVIT FOR SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION CONTROL PERMIT  

225 SQUARE FEET WAIVER 
 

Pursuant to Rule 323.1705(2) of Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control of the 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 Public Act 451, as amended. 
(The property owner although exempt from obtaining a Part 91 permit, is not 
exempt from the laws and regulations of Part 91). 
 
Landowner’s Name:  __________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Property Address:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Legal Description:  Section ____ Town ____ Range ____ Township _____________ 
 
Description of Earth Change/Project: 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I, ____________________________________ as the landowner, do hereby certify that 

the earth change at the above referenced property will disturb less than 225 square feet 

(the 225 sq. ft. includes all disturbed earth including ruts, soil stockpiles, etc.) and 

the earth change will not contribute sediment to lakes or streams. 

 
Signature: _________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
--------------------------------------------AGENCY USE ONLY--------------------------------------- 
This request for a Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control permit waiver has been 
reviewed by the Roscommon County Enforcing Agency, and is hereby issued in 
accordance with Rule 1705(2) of Part 91. 
 
Reviewed by: ______________________________  Date:  _______________ 



Roscommon County 
Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program
500 Lake Street
Roscommon, Michigan  48653
Phone:  (989)-275-8323 Fax:  (989)-275-8640

LANDOWNER NAME: PERMIT #

Applicants name and address: Address work is taking place:

Who is the "onsite" individual responsible for the remainder of the earth changes?

Name: Phone #

Applicant Signature: _________________________________ Date: ________________

Print/type name:_____________________________

--------------------------------------------AGENCY USE ONLY---------------------------------------

Reviewed by: ______________________________ Date:  _______________
Permit extended to, Date:

APPLICATION FOR AN EXTENSION OF AN SESC PERMIT 
If a permittee is unable to complete the permitted SESC work within the permits' specified 
time, he or she may apply in writing to the County Enforcing Agent for an extension at least 
ten (10) days prior to the expiration date of the permit .  This permit extension application is for 
a 12 month period.

This request for a Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control permit extension has been reviewed 
by the Roscommon County Enforcing Agency, and is hereby issued in accordance with Rule 
1705(2) of Part 91.

Describe the portion(s) of project not completed and the schedule for completion (examples; 
grass growth to be complete by October 15th, landscaping to be completed May 30th, etc.):
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